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Please Pray
•Give thanks with me for my home in
the lovely Amathole mountains.
•Give thanks for the very fulfilling
work that God has given me.
•Give thanks for the books that will
give children the chance to learn to
read well and learn.
•Pray for the Project LiNEMA team.
Pray for good health. It is hot season
in Mali, which is a difficult time, with
temperatures hovering near 40C all
day.
• Pray that I will find a better internet
connection solution. I am using my
phone for the moment.
•Pray for my building project: for
protection from accidents, for the
right people to help me, and for the
funds to complete it

Children reading
Dear friends
It has been difficult to know how to write a prayer letter over the last 6
months. I apologise for the long silence. But when I was sent this photo,
I was reminded why I am doing what I am doing.
The two girls here are reading books in their language, for the first time.
The photo was taken while my colleague, B. was testing some ebooks
produced by Project LiNEMA.
During the past year I have been co-ordinating this project which
involves the production of 200 children’s book titles in each of two
Malian languages. In May last year I began to do that from South Africa,
first in Johannesburg, and now from my own home in Hogsback in the
Eastern Cape.
The project has just hired two assistants who are proving to be a huge
asset. We work together via the internet.

My work day

I start work at 9am, and take an hour to prepare for the day. Then I call
the team in Mali to find out what they have done so far and to discuss
the work to be done for the day. I work until about 5pm, sometimes till
6pm on tasks a varied as adapting illustrations and calling translators to
find out how they are progressing with translating our texts.

Exciting opportunities

I have also started consultancy work on a project to set up reading
instruction for grades 1 and 2 in Nigerien schools in two local
languages. I will be working with a number of friends and former
colleagues in Niger. This is such a joy!!

Other developments

During my ‘spare’ time, I try to work on my property. I’ve been living in a
tent since October, and need to build a warmer, drier little home. I’ve
started the foundations, I’ve cut a major roof beam from a felled pine
tree, and I’m waiting for a heavy duty jack to straighten my shipping
container so that I can build a roof onto it. Life is never dull.

COVID in Mali
Statistics
8580 cases, 358 deaths in total
since the pandemic began.

Lockdown life

My life here is not greatly affected by lockdown restrictions. I mainly live
outdoors, with plenty of space to move about. My few trips to the
village shop don’t expose me to many people, so I feel relatively safe
from the virus.

The number of cases in Mali is
thankfully quite low. There was a
sharp upward trend in November
and December, but it went back
down in January. Right now the
trend is slightly upward again but,
the number of new cases on 8
March was only 20.

I’ve been excited to be able to go to physical church for most of my time
here. We don’t sing, and we don’t hug, but we see each other and chat.

It would not be surprising if the
real figures were higher, but
compared to many countries, Mali
is in a good position. However, the
health care system is not
particularly robust, and struggles
when the cases increase.

My precious family has grown since my last letter — more people to love.
My brother David, his wife Beatrix and their little boy Jayden welcomed a
little girl called Shayleigh into their family just after Christmas. I don’t see
as much of the family as I would like to, but my nephew David paid me a
visit, and my sister Colleen will be here for a week this month.

This is perhaps the major reason
why I need to remain in South
Africa. I have risk factors, and if I
were to contract COVID-19 in Mali,
the health care available to me
would be less than ideal, and I
would be using resources that
should rather go to Malians.

Lockdown has given us all time for reflection and discovery. One of my
discoveries is that I have ‘Attention Deficit Disorder’. This has been a
fascinating journey. I am now taking Ritalin daily, and my life has been
revolutionised.

Family news

Gratitude

As I sit here watching the monkeys jumping in the trees, I am grateful.
Grateful to God for the safety of my home. Grateful to God for allowing
me to serve children in West Africa. Grateful to you who make it possible
for me to do this work. The changes we’re making may seem small, but
are huge to those they touch.
I pray that you will understand how much you contribute to the work
God is doing, and that you will be blessed and encouraged as that
happens.
With love
Hazel

The Forage,

3 Plaatjieskraal Rd,
Hogsback
There’s always
something
happening here.
The space in front of
my shipping container
is a hive of activity. It
may look like a
complete mess, but
read the labels to see
what is really
happening.

