
 

Earlier this year, Mer-
cy Ships and CURE 
International an-
nounced a new part-
nership to share our 
resources and send 
veteran Mercy Ships 
volunteers to serve 
on the ground in 
CURE hospitals across 
Africa.  
 
As a Christian non-
profit organization, 
CURE International 
operates a global net-
work of paediatric 
surgical hospitals and 
shares our vision for 
providing expanded 
specialized surgical 
care to children with 
disabilities in Africa. 
 
By sharing our re-
sources with CURE 
International, we will 
expand our ability to 
offer treatment to 
vulnerable children in 
African countries that 
lack the medical infra-
structure and safe 
surgical care they 
need.  
 

As we partner with 
CURE International, 
both of our organiza-
tions will be better 
positioned to provide 
transformative care 
to patients who can’t 
afford to wait any 
longer. 
 
Our collaboration in-
volves sending sever-
al long-time Mercy 
Ships volunteers to 
serve at various CURE 
hospitals across the 
continent. 

From a Hospital Ship 
to a CURE Hospital 
Dr. Tertius, a South 
African Reconstruc-
tive Plastic Surgeon, 
has been volunteer-
ing with Mercy Ships 
since 2000. He typi-
cally serves onboard 
for periods of two 
months, twice a year.  
 

As part of our collabo-
ration, Dr. Tertius 
spent six weeks serv-
ing a CURE hospital in 
Niger. 
 
The CURE Children’s 
Hospital of Niger is  
the only hospital of its 
kind in the country. It 
offers specialty surgi-
cal care for children 
living with physical 
disabilities, such as 
clubfoot, cleft lips and 
palates, burn contrac-
tures, and other lim-
iting conditions. The 
hospital typically 
treats more than 
3,200 patients each 
year. 
 
As a CURE volunteer, 
Dr. Tertius spent his 
time performing re-
constructive plastic 
surgery on children as 
well as assisting with 
the mentoring and 
training of surgeons.  
 
Like his experience 
onboard our hospital  
Ships, Dr Tertius’ 
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surgical specialty typi-
cally sees him oper-
ating on children who 
suffer from contracted 
skin and limited mobil-
ity due to severe  
burns. 
 
“I’m very impressed 
with the organization 
and level of care that  
CURE brings to their 
patients,” said Dr. Ter-
tius. “I am grateful to 
God, Mercy Ships, and 
CURE for the oppor-
tunity to continue to 
serve God’s heart by 
serving the poor even 
under these unprece-
dented COVID pan-
demic circumstances. 
I’m blessed that I can 
pursue my call and 
reach out to those in 
need.” 

After Niger, Dr. Tertius 
spent a number of 
weeks with CURE in 
Malawi. 

 

Blessed is he who has regard for the weak.—Psalm 41:1 
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couldn’t otherwise access care 
has guided his life for decades: “I 
used to work in both government 
and private hospitals in South 
Africa. For private hospital sur-
geries I would always have to 
think about what I would be 
charging my patients, and then I 
would have to send them the bill.  
 
When I came to the ship, the 
knowledge that I was able to 
treat patients, purely because I 
wanted to help them, and with-
out thinking about money, was 
the most freeing feeling I’ve 
known.” 
 
The recent collaboration with 
CURE International was just an-
other way to fulfil his calling to 
provide a vital medical service in 
under-resourced countries.  

Dr Tertius Venter—A Legacy of Service            

 

Dr. Tertius specializes in oper-
ating on children with burn con-
tractures (contracted skin and 
limited mobility due to severe 
burns), patients with cleft lip 
and palate, as well as those with 
congenital hand and feet abnor-
malities. 
 
Dr. Tertius lives in Cape Town 
with his wife, Trudi.  They have a 
son and daughter and 5 grand-
children. 

 
Dr. Tertius is no stranger to vol-
unteering his surgical skills to 
benefit causes he believes in.  
 
Beyond spending months every 
year operating onboard a Mercy 
Ship, he is also committed to reg-
ular service with the Pan Africa 
Academy for Christian Surgeons 
(PAACS) and Operation Smile, a 
non-profit focused on repairing 
cleft lips and palates.  
 
The opportunity to use his time 
and talent to help patients who 

Preparations continue for the deployment of the 
Global Mercy, and for the Africa Mercy to return to 
Senegal in January next year. 
 
For more information on how you can join us in 
making a difference, please contact our offices or 
see our website. 
 
Thank you for your continued support! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact Information 
P O Box 412 
Muizenberg 
7950 
 
Phone:  078-839-9985 (Brenda) 
Phone:  065-962-7397 (Pam) 
Email:  info.zaf@mercyships.org 
Website:  www.mercyships.co.za 

Bank Details: 

Bank:  Standard Bank 

Branch:  Blue Route 

Branch Code:  025609 

Account Name:  Association Mercy Ships 

Account Number:  270022414 
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Registration Information 

Registration Number:  2016/319051/08 

NPO Number:  181-575NPO 
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