
  

 

Pioneering initiatives 

This is something I have always loved to do, but reflecting on the last 6 months 

I found myself caught up in maintaining things rather than having the time and 

space to create and design. Time to change this...... I have been talking to a 

number of people who have been asking the question what next? as we look 

to living life with the virus. In chatting with people, I have come to realise that we 

are living in a world divided on so many fronts; one of those divisions is between 

those who are looking towards rethinking church, rethinking missions 

and rethinking the future whilst others are longing to return to normal (whatever 

normal now is?!?) Depending on which side of the fence you are sitting on, the 

other side can either be a scary unsafe place to be or a frustrating one. 

I wonder how the Israelites felt when they crossed the Jordan; one thing I have 

pondered is that they must have either had alot of faith in their leader to 

follow or they were carried along by the faith of others. For those of you who 

know me, pioneering new things is something that I get excited about.......but 

how does one do this well as a mission leader? Not wanting to slow down the 

fastest runners (which can often be me) alongside walking with those that are 

more tentative? 

 



 

Let me share with you some initiatives I have begun in recent months. I am 

praying for the right leaders to take the lead in each of them.......please do pray 

with me for those leaders to come to the fore:- 

• Diaspora Network - last month we launched our first mission wide zoom 

prayer gathering for workers in this area. In the years ahead I believe we 

will be seeing a greater number of people migrating, with ever invreasing 

opportunity to share the Good news. As we read through Acts most of the 

conversions are of people outside of their home context. The door is wide 

open! And yet there are also many Christians amongst the diaspora who 

can be witnesses to the host countries they go to. 

• Youth Roundtable - we are living in a world that is growing younger. 

As a mission we need to explore what it means for us to engage 

relevantly across culutres with the next generation. 

• Church Planting - this takes us back to our roots but what does it look 

like to church plant today amongst the Fulani in West Africa, young 

professionals in KL, Malaysia or an Afghan community in the US? 

• COVID Giants...........If you have been following me the past year you will 

know that we have written some articles on looking at the Giants COVID 

has revealed and considering how as a mission we could be 

intervening. I am looking to grow a team that can work with me to 

consider the changes we need to be making to respond well to the times. 

We only need to listen to the news or read the papers to see how a great 

divide is developing between the haves and the have nots, with the 

impact of unemployment, the economy, mental health issues, child 

labour, abuses and so the list goes on. But as Gods people we have a 

message to proclaim bringing light to the darkness and hope in despair. 

My prayer is that as a mission we will be able to be effective in 

responding to our times well. To do this we need to be a people of 

prayer, intentional and proactive. I plan to meet with a smaller group to 

pray and listen to where God wants to lead us as we look to the future. 

• Investing in our U35s - I have been encouraged by a task force team I 

formed to take this forward as we seek to provide a platform where any of 

our under 35s can get support, mentorship or wise counsel. I am so 

thankful for Kevin and Ruth as they lead this. We hope to launch it by the 

end of the year. 

 



 

 

This is a key ministry of SIM; we are in the middle of appointing our global lead for the ministry. Tripp 

Johnston co-founded the ministry and hass led it for the past 20 years. He has been a joy to work with, we 

will be sad to see him go but he has realised that it is now time for the baton to be passed on to a new 

leader. This is such a critical appointment - please pray for the Lord to lead us to the right person to take 

us forward. Sports Friends works in 17 countries reaching communities with the Good News bringing hope 

and transformation. You can read some of their amazing stories here 

 

 

This is a longer video (25 mins) and so you may not be able to watch all of it. Puti is a 

young man from NE India that I am walking with as he leads one of our Faithful 

Witness Teams - teams that go to be God's presence in communities where no 

known church is. Please do pray for Puti and the team - currently a Nigerian family, 

with an Ethiopian family soon to join them. They are seeking to bring clean water to 

some local villages - both physically and spiritually clean water!  

https://sports-friends.org/
https://youtu.be/9mUpZTMMLVs


 

 

I have just come back from an amazing few days in Poland for my nephews wedding......it was such a 

miracle to be able to make it out there with Mum. We had a wonderful time, the hospitality of the Poles 

was amazing! Sadly not all the family could makee it due to restrictions, so it was extra special for those of 

us who could. Do pray for Josh and Hania as they start out married life together with Jesus as their sure 

foundation; they have a beautiful faith that is so evident to all. 



 

Prayer Points 

• Most are above within the text but please do pray for the Lord to raise up the 

leaders for each of the new initiatives mentioned above 

• Pray for Sports Friends Lead 

• Pray for Puti and his team in Mali 

• Pray for Josh and Hania 

• Pray for me as I make decisions about when would be the right time to return 

to South Africa. It is looking to be September. 

 

 

 


